Coalition for Safer Food Processing & Packaging

June 14, 2017

Bernardo Hees

Chief Executive Officer

The Kraft Heinz Company

200 E. Randolph Street, Suite 7600
Chicago, IL 60601

Re: Chemicals of High Concern to Children’s Health Found in Your Products
Dear Mr. Hees:

We know that food safety is a high priority for your company and your customers. That’s
why, as a national coalition of consumer health advocates, we're asking you to eliminate
toxic industrial chemicals known as ortho-phthalates from your food products. We will be
beginning a public outreach effort to educate consumers about this issue.

We have detected ortho-phthalates (hereinafter “phthalates”) in some of your products
using validated analytical methods at a qualified independent laboratory. We would like
to meet with you to share our test results and further discuss this food safety concern.

Our public outreach campaign will share the broad results of our testing. We are not
planning on releasing product specific data to the public at present and would welcome
the opportunity to discuss the data with you, but we need to hear back from you by June
30 as discussed below.

Phthalates are widely used in food processing, food packaging and other products, from
which they readily escape, often ending up in America’s favorite foods. For pregnant
women and young children, who are the most vulnerable groups, food is often the number
one source of phthalates exposure. And fatty foods, including dairy products, tend to be
the greatest contributor of dietary exposure to phthalates.!

Many scientists believe that current levels of exposure to phthalates are unsafe, especially
for vulnerable populations.? Since almost all Americans are exposed daily to phthalates,?
the potential health impacts may be great. Cumulative exposure to five phthalates reaches
unacceptable levels in up to 600,000 American women of reproductive age, according to
government experts, based on just one measure of fetal toxicity.*

Physicians and health scientists have raised serious concerns about the harm that
elevated phthalate exposure poses to the developing brain and male reproductive organs
during pregnancy. Studies in children have linked prenatal exposure to some phthalates
with neurodevelopmental problems including attention deficit hyperactivity disorder
(ADHD)-like behavior, antisocial behavior (e.g., aggression and depression), and poor
learning and memory.> Other studies found that boys exposed prenatally to certain
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phthalates were more likely to have genital birth defects that have serious health
implications. Laboratory studies confirm and strengthen these findings.”

Phthalates are high production volume chemicals that are widely used as plasticizers (to
soften synthetic polymers like plastic and rubber), solvents, and as chemical production
aids. Phthalates migrate into food from tubing, hoses, conveyor belts, gloves, seals,
gaskets and other food processing equipment and materials; phthalates also migrate into
food from their use in food packaging, including in adhesives, paper and paperboard,
printer inks, coatings, and from sealants used on metal cans and lids.? Fortunately, safer
alternatives are already commercially available for many uses of phthalates.?

As a major food product manufacturer, with your great power in the marketplace comes
great responsibility. Given that phthalates are present in some of your products, and
based on the best available science and growing consumer concern, we believe you
should seek to eliminate all sources of these chemicals in your packaging, processing
facilities, and entire supply chain. Therefore, we respectfully request that you take the
following actions:

1. No later than June 30, agree to meaningfully engage with us in an ongoing dialogue
aimed at eliminating the sources of phthalates present in your food products;

2. Within 12 months adopt an action plan to eliminate all sources of phthalates in your
food products as soon as practicable. We believe the elements of that action plan
should, at a minimum, include and be informed by:

a. Aninvestigation to identify and characterize all sources of phthalates throughout
your supply chain, manufacturing process, and packaging materials;

b. Adoption of a corporate policy to immediately end all new uses of phthalates in all
newly acquired equipment, materials, supplies or facilities by your company and
your suppliers, with certification that such new uses are free of phthalates;

c. An options analysis or engineering assessment that informs your priorities for
substituting phthalates with safer alternatives for all sources, taking potential
exposure reduction, costs, and feasibility into account;

d. A timeline with benchmarks for eliminating phthalates in your food products by a
date certain; and

e. Public disclosure of the results of your investigation, policy adoption, options
analysis, and action plan with timeline and benchmarks.

We appreciate the effort required to address the growing public concern with phthalates
in the U.S. food supply. We can provide technical assistance to help you solve this
problem.

We request a meeting at your earliest convenience to discuss these concerns and a
strategy for timely ending the presence of phthalates in your food products. Please
contact Patrick MacRoy at pmacroy@preventharm.org or (207) 699-5796 for scheduling.
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Thank you for your commitment to food safety and customer satisfaction. We look

forward to your response by June 30.

Respectfully submitted,
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Michael Belliveau, Executive Director
Environmental Health Strategy Center
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Mark A. Mitchell M.D., MPH, FACPM, Co-Chair
National Medical Association Commission on
Environmental Health
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Patricia Lillie, President
Learning Disabilities Association of America
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Gillian Z. Miller, l5hD, Staff Scientist
Ecology Center
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Lisa Y. Lefferts, MSPH, Senior Scientist
Center for Science in the Public Interest
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Ted Schettler MD, MPH, Science Director
Science and Environmental Health Network

José Bravo, Executive Director,
Just Transition Alliance & National
Coordinator, Campaign for Healthier Solutions

Cecil D. Corbin-Mark, Deputy Director
WE ACT for Environmental Justice
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Erik Olson, Director, Health Program
Senior Strategic Director - Food and Ag.
Natural Resources Defense Council
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Peter Lehner, Senior Attorney
Earthjustice
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Charlotte Brody, RN, National Director
Healthy Babies Bright Futures
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Andrew Kimbrell, Executive Director
Center for Food Safety

Mike Schaﬁe, Campaign Director
Safer Chemicals, Healthy Families
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Laurie Valeriano, Executive Director
Toxic-Free Future
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Sarah Doll, National Director
Safer States
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cc: Howard Friedman, Head, U.S. Meat & Dairy Business, The Kraft Heinz Company
Michael Mullen, Senior Vice President of Corporate and Government Affairs,
The Kraft Heinz Company
Kurt Deibel, VP Food Safety & Quality - Americas, The Kraft Heinz Company
Marc Perrone, President, United Food and Commercial Workers International Union
James Hoffa, Jr., General President, International Brotherhood of Teamsters
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